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February 2—Questions and Answers 
9—Slavery in Africa 





16—Cuban Unrest 
23—Changing Egypt 
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casting Company, 7:15 p.m., Eastern Standard Time. 
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THE CONSTITUTION IS SUBMITTED TO INDIA 





f Bese: release of Mahatma Gandhi and his asso- 
ciated Nationalist leaders on the working 
committee of the All-India Congress, when 
coupled with Mr. Stanley Baldwin’s pledge to the 
House of Commons that the Conservative party 
would uphold the achievements of the Round- 
Table Conference, has placed the most hopeful 
face upon the Indian situation in many months. 
The most delicate perio’ of the negotiations, how- 
ever, lies just ahead, in the effort to win the 
assent of Gandhi’s Congress adherents to the new 
constitutional proposals elaborated at London. 
An urgent cabled appeal from the chief Indian 
leaders at London has induced Gandhi to with- 
hold his judgment upon the results of the confer- 
ence until these leaders can return to India to 
confer with him in person. 


The suggested outline of the new constitution, 
many details of which must still be worked out, 
is a notable advance toward a basis upon which 
an agreed settlement may well be reached by all 
parties concerned. A responsible central govern- 
ment for India is now assured, with certain tran- 
sitional safeguards concerning defense, foreign 
affairs and finance. In large measure, it has been 
the willingness of the rulers of the Indian States 
to enter a federal legislature at Delhi that has 
made this result possible. 


The Federal Legislature, as so far outlined, 
will consist of a Senate and a House of Repre- 
sentatives. The Senators are to be chosen by 
some form of indirect election, perhaps by the 
provincial legislatures; the Representatives will 
be elected by direct popular vote. The Cabinet 
is to be constituted from the elected members of 
the Legislature, and largely selected by a Chief 
Minister, presumably the leader of the majority 
party in the House, who is to be designated by 
the Governor-General. The Cabinet Ministers, 
however, are of three types. The Ministers of 
Defense and Foreign Relations are wholly re- 
sponsible to the Governor-General, and chosen 


by him. The Minister of Finance is in part re- 
sponsible to the Legislature, and in part respon- 
sible to the Governor-General, and would presum- 
ably be chosen by consultation between the 
Governor-General and the Chief Minister. The 
remaining Ministers, in control of commerce, 
posts and telegraphs, education, health, land ad- 
ministration, and various internal affairs, are 
solely responsible to the Legislature, and would 
be chosen by the Chief Minister. The responsi- 
bility of the Cabinet as a whole, however, is 
collective in the sense that a vote of censure 
passed upon any one of their number requires the 
resignation of all, not even excluding the Min- 
isters of Defense, Foreign Relations and Finance. 
Ministerial stability is buttressed by the provi- 
sion that a vote of censure requires a two-thirds’ 
majority of a joint legislative session. 


There has apparently been little protest from 
the Indian members of the conference against 
reserving to the Governor-General control over 
foreign affairs and defense; in the case of the 
latter, however, two objects for which Indians 
have long fought have received support, the con- 
ference having recommended that the commis- 
sioned officers of the Indian Army (now mostly 
British) should be replaced more rapidly by In- 
dians, and that an officers’ training school to facil- 
itate this purpose be set up in India. The chief 
struggle in the conference was waged over the 
financial safeguards. As finally recommended, the 
Finance Minister would be responsible to the 
Legislature without restriction in matters of taxa- 
tion, domestic fiscal policy, the national budget 
and internal loans. The financial powers reserved 
to the Governor-General would take two forms. 
First, all foreign loans which India may wish to 
negotiate must be approved by the Governor- 
General. Secondly, a consolidated fund is to be 
placed at the Governor-General’s disposal from 
which must come, without the possibility of 
intervention by the Legislature, sums sufficient 











to cover the financing of the Indian Army, the 
sinking fund and interest charges on India’s pub- 
lic debt, and the payment of pensions and salaries 
already contracted for and guaranteed. A fur- 
ther recommendation urges the speedy establish- 
ment of a Reserve Bank of India, for the control 
of currency and exchange, which should be ad- 
ministered entirely outside political influences. 


One additional safeguard remains to be con- 
sidered. As a last resort in case of emergency, 
the Governor-General is granted the right to in- 
tervene for the maintenance of the tranquility 
of the State and for the observance of the con- 
stitutional rights of minorities. In this regard, 
however, as also in the case of the other safe- 
guards, Premier MacDonald has stated that they 
are to be “so framed and exercised as not to 
prejudice the advance of India through the new 
constitution to full responsibility for her own 
government.” 

On his release from jail, Gandhi stated that he 
intends to give full and unbiased consideration 
to the proposals formulated at the conference, 
adding, however, that the civil disobedience cam- 
paign is to continue. The Congress party will 


undoubtedly fight strenuously to eliminate the 
safeguarding provisions in the proposed consti- 
tution. They will also seek freedom for the rank 
and file of their membership, numbering perhaps 


50,000, who still crowd the Indian jails. Premier 
MacDonald’s tactical advantage lies in the fact 
that, having won the Indian leaders who partici- 
pated in the London conference to the support 
of the proposed changes, his case will now be 
argued by Indian pleaders. T. A. BISSON 


France’s Twentieth Cabinet Since 1920 


The personnel of the Cabinet formed on Jan- 
uary 27 by Senator Pierre Laval—the twentieth 
since Clemenceau’s downfall on January 17, 1920 
—serves to emphasize the internal political 
struggle. In the Chamber of Deputies, ordinarily 
the decisive battlefield in parliamentary struggles, 
the Right and the Left have been so evenly divided 
for several months that control has rested for the 
most part with the small Centre group known as 
the Republican-Democratic Union. 


The Tardieu Cabinet, which lasted from 
March 2, 1930 to December 4, was a Right-Centre 
combination. Its defeat by the Senate—the 
fourth or fifth time only since the Third Republic 
that a government has been overthrown by the 
upper house—followed a debate on the general 
policy of the government during which the so- 
called Oustric scandal held a prominent part. 
Charges were made that a financier named Ous- 
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tric had utilized wide political connections to pro- 
mote “wildcat” stocks and that Tardieu’s Minister 
of Justice, Raoul Péret, had been lenient in per- 
mitting him to list one of these stocks on the 
Paris Bourse. Previous to the Senate debate, 
Péret had resigned, however, and Tardieu had 
acceded to a demand in the Chamber that a com- 
mittee of inquiry be appointed. On November 
29 Tardieu won a vote of confidence in the Cham- 
ber by fourteen votes, but five days later he lost 
in the Senate by three votes. 

Subsequently both Senators Louis Barthou and 
Pierre Laval attempted in vain to secure a gov- 
ernment, largely because they insisted on the 
inclusion of Tardieu or of a representative of the 
Republican-Democratic Union, a condition which 
was not acceptable to the Radical Socialists. On 
December 13, 1930 a third Senator, Théodore 
Steeg, himself a Radical Socialist, succeeded in 
forming a cabinet, placing his reliance on the 
various Socialist groups of the Left, and ignoring 
both Tardieu and the Republican-Democrats. 
Steeg met the Chamber for the first time on De- 
cember 18, 1930 and was confirmed by seven 
votes. On the following day adjournment was 
taken until January 13, 1931. 


The Steeg Cabinet fell on January 22, after a 
parliamentary life of only eleven days, by a vote 
of 293 to 283. The immediate cause of its defeat! 
was the report that news of the government's 
intention to “peg” wheat at $1.86 a bushel leaked 
out in advance from the Ministry of Agricultur 
to the advantage of speculators. Behind thi 
cause, however, was the inherent weakness in the 
Chamber of a ministry based on a Left-Centre¢ 
combination with the Left overwhelmingly pre 
dominant. The new Laval Cabinet marks a swing 
to the opposite direction, both Tardieu and 
Republican-Democrat being given portfolios. 


So far as France’s foreign relations are con 
cerned it is significant that Aristide Briand re 
mains at the Foreign Office through all these Cabi 
net changes, although a Right-Centre group sucl 
as that just formed by M. Laval is nationalis 
in contrast to the Steeg combination, which w 
regarded as internationalist and in closer sym 
pathy with the Briand principles. 

Meanwhile, the internal political struggle 
likely to be intensified between now and Ma 
when a successor to President Gaston Doumergu 


is to be chosen. WILBUR LAURENT WILLIAM! 





Reconstructing India, by Edward Thompson. New Yor! 
Lincoln Macveagh, 1930. $4.00. 
An Englishman’s view of British rule in India, and 7 
discussion of current Indian problems. 
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